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POTATO MARKETING CORPORATION — LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

103. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Does the Premier not think it a little unusual for someone who espouses 
transparency to have met with Mr Galati prior to the election, and then dropped a civil matter against him after the 
election that would have — 

The SPEAKER: Can I just say we have to be very careful here because this is a court issue, and I do not know 
whether it has been dropped or not. 

Mr M. McGowan: There are two. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will ask the question and I will take your advice. 

The SPEAKER: I have been advised that we have to be careful with what we say. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: If I go outside of being careful, I am sure you will call me to order, Mr Speaker. I will start 
again. 

Does the Premier not think it a little unusual for someone who espouses transparency to have met with Mr Galati 
prior to the election, and then, following the election, as a government, chosen to drop a multimillion-dollar case 
against him? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Governments are elected to govern. We are elected to govern. I have said it six times now, but prosecuting people 
for growing potatoes is not something I agree with. 

Mr D.T. Redman: Is he a constituent of yours? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: As I understand it, no. 

I say to the house, as a former Minister for Agriculture has the member for Warren–Blackwood ever met with 
him? 

Mr D.T. Redman: Yes. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Has the member ever discussed potatoes with him? 

Mr D.T. Redman: It is about the only topic he would have on the table, I suspect. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: There we go, Mr Speaker. So what is the issue? The member has met with him and spoken 
about it, the former Minister for Commerce has met with him and spoke about it, and members all over the house 
have met with him and spoken about it, and my view would be that 99 per cent of the Western Australian public 
would say it is stupid to prosecute someone for growing potatoes when it is not even against the law! 

Mr D.T. Redman: He broke the law. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is not even against the law! 

Mr D.T. Redman: He broke the law. Come on, you’ve got a legal background; you know better than that! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The prosecution was continuing after the legislation was abolished! 

Mr D.T. Redman: The growers are $5 million out of pocket. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It was an act of vindictiveness; that is all it was. I also remind the house that the potato 
growing industry of Western Australia—70 or 80 different people—received somewhere between $14 million and 
$17 million compensation from the taxpayers—seriously! Who did the member meet with in relation to that? How 
come he paid them all that money? Who did you meet with—all the National Party—and ensure that $14 million 
to $17 million of taxpayers’ money went to people for the right to continue to grow potatoes? I mean, seriously! 
I think you have a few questions to answer. 
 


	POTATO MARKETING CORPORATION — LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

